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INDONESIA ' Christianity in Asia Today 


(Prapat) - Faced with the revolutionary changes in Asian life, the Christian church is 
tempted to "either pietistic withdrawal or Eutopian identification," M.M. Thomas, of 
India, told the 12); delegates to the Eastern Asia Christian Conference, at Prapat, Sun- 
Patra, Indonesia (see EPS No.8). The meeting of groups related to the World Council of 
jhurches and the International Missionary Council will conclude March 27. 


“ The two extremes are equally antithetical to effective evangelismy Mr. Thomas said. 
A layman of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, he is editorial secretary for the 
National Christian.Gouncil of India and a staff consultant for the World Council of 

Churches' current. study on Christian responsibility in areas of rapid social change. 


Mr. Thomas stressed the mission of the church in developing a healthy nationalism in 
Asis in which.foreign.and .indigenous:values were in creative relationship. He called for 
pecial attention to the middle class..on-whose. leadership: democracy depends. 


"The middle class man is the most homeless man«in Asia-today," he asserted. He asked 
that the churches abandon..excessive moralistic.utterzances for demonstration of true com= 
Miunity. "All Asians today are.displaced.persons."' Dr. D. T.»-Niles of.Ceylon, head of the 
Department of Evangelism of the.World Gouncil:of Churches spoke of the "wholeness" of evan 
gelism and of the churches and missions as its instruments. He said the wmity of the 
Church was "determinative in mission.". In practical terms, he said, this meant, the work 
sf the conference was to bring togather "the crying needs of Asia and resources from 
abroad." 


| President Sukarno Addresses Group 


The Eastern Asia Christian Conference opened at a huge outdoor rally in Pementang 
Siantar on Smday, March 17. President Sukarno, Indonesia's Moslem president, welcomed 
the delegates and thousands of Christians from the area--the Batak country. Flying the 
900 miles to the meeting area with President Sukarno was Hadji Iljas, the Minister of 
Religious Affairs, also a Moslem. 


; The mass gathering was based on the idea of Germany's Kirchentag or "church day". A 
Mass youth choir of 500 voices participated. The ephorus or head of the Batak Church 
told of the time when Batak people permitted no foreigner to see Lake Toba, site of the 
Conference, because it was a holy place. "But at the present time it is the greatest joy 
%o us to have foreign guests visit the Lake and have an ecumenical meeting in our country 
4s brothers," said Dr. Sihombimg the ephorus. 


President Sukarno referred to the troubled times in Indonesia, "but which nation is 
living in trouble?" He said that "following the teachings of Christ would contribute 
to freedom, justice, and peace among men." The president spoke of his previous knowledge 
f the conference site when he was. political.prisoner. there and: affirmed.that "the Spirit 
*man is never able to be caged." 


_ Also at the opening session Dr. D. T. Niles keynoted the conference with a sermon 
1 the distinctive task of the churches in the revolutionary situation in Asia today. 
Sllowing the opening session delegates travelled to the nearby. resort town of Prapat 
to begin the meetings 
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ishop Ra on Cultural and Religious Factors 


The Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, recently elected assistant bishop of Lahore, West Pakistan, 
| a speech on the "Cultural and Religious Environment in which the Mission is Undertaken 
1 East Asia" referred to: the."denominational colonialism" characteristic of the mission- 
ry movement in the past. Bishop Ray, the first Pakistani to become an Anglican bishop 
ince partition, said he hoped that increasing unity would be manifested by churches in 
16 Vicker be especially seep the ecumenical movement. 


Binton Ray, drawing on his personal experience as a convert to Christianity and an 

stive evangelist, said the Holy Spirit acting in the lives of individuals and churches 

Ss "the motive power of evangelism." He spoke of five demons to be exorcised from the 

hurches' environment: poverty, disease, social injustice, illiteracy, and superstitious 
AY 


Less reliance on techniques and gadgets in evangelism and more actual demonstrations 
f Christian living was called for by the Pakistani church leader. It was this kind of 
udio-visual" demonstration which was effective in evangelism and not gadgets and techni-= 
wes, he saide. 


"One does not work through gadgets but through men and women filled with the Holy 
dirit," he said.in discussing truly effective evangelism. 


Reports were heard on the life and work of the Christian churches in Japan, Korea, 
kistan, Burma, the Philippines, and other Asian lands: The three chairmen elected to 

de the conference were Bishop E..C..Sobrepena of the United Church of Christ in the 
ilippines; Dr. Andrew Thakur Das, general secretary of the West Pakistan Christian Council; 
id Prof. T.S.G. Mulia, chairman of the National Cowcil of Churches of Indonesia. A 

ering committee, consisting entirely of Asians, was also elected. The conference will 
acide the future structure of ecumenical relationships in Hast Asia- HeP.S.y Geneva 


JONESTA Rapid Social Change Conference 


At the opening session of the Ecumenical Conference on Problems of Rapid Social 

lange in the Countries of Southeast Asia on March 12 in Pematang Siantar, Indonesia, 
legates were. urged to.concentrate on the. "questions of importance" rather than "questions 
urgency." "Unless the fundamental questions are dealt with, even the urgent questions 
11 be treated in the wrong way," M.M. Thomas of India, organizing secretary of the con- 
irence, said... Only through this basic approach, Mr. Thomas added, can the problems of 
ipid social change be seen in relation to the evangelistic task of the church. 


The conference, sponsored by the National Council of Churches of Indonesia, with 

i@ cooperation of the World Cowmcil of Churches, openad on the grounds of Nommensen Univer~ 
tty of the Huria Kristen Batak Protestant Church. Professor T.S.G. Mulia, resident of the 
of Indonesia, welcomed the delegates from eight neighboring comtries, pointing out 

lat the conference was very appropriate, "for East Sumatra is one of the most vivid ex= 
ples of rapid social change in Indonesia, with its amazing economic development, the 
Acrease of urbanization, the mixture of previously isolated ethnic and cultural influences, 
d the clash between ancient and modern forces in the lives of the people". 


The conference chairman, Dr. A. M. Tambunan, former speaker of the Indonesian Parlia~ 
At and secretary of the Christian Party in Indonesia, expressed appreciation to the 
Vil and military authorities for their help in making the conference possible. He said 
iat Indonesia's many difficult problems, they were "not essentially different from those 
lat all the newly independent countries are now struggling with". 


‘Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, said 

t the Asian meeting should not consider its task in isolation from similar ecumenical 
Sadia tion’ on rapid social change taking place in other areas. "The answers which 

find together here may be of great value to conferences on this subject to take place soor 
frica and elsewhere", he said. Professor Walter Freytag of Hamburg, Germany, chair- 

| of the WCO's Division of Studies, also spoke on behalf of the World Council. The 

Sion ended on March 16. EsP.S., Geneva 


Government Confiscates Church Papers 


eR ee he AP ere Rerlin ProtastanY nanar "Tie Kirche" was banned by the — _ 
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sports of the proceedings. of the. All-German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
ld at Spandau. (see. pages l\-5) and a summing up of the meeting by Bishop Otto Dibelius. 

es Potsdam church paper, the Thuringian Sunday paper "Glaube und Heimat" of Jena and the 
Mecklenburgische Kirchenzeitung" of Schwerin were also banned for having reported the 
mod. In each case the whole issue was confiscated. The editors were summoned to the 
ress Office of the German Democratic Government in East Berlin. E.P.S-, Geneva 


TITZERLAND World Alliance of YMCAs Opens John R. Mott House 


jeneva ) - The John R. Mott. House, the headquarters building of the World Alliance of YMWAs 
nm Geneva, was. opened officially during the tenth meeting of the President's Committee. 

s building, at 37 Quai Wilson, was bought several years ago at Dr. Mott's suggestion. 

ir the past two years. remodelling has been in process. Offices are being furnished by 
rious national alliances so that the building will reflect the world-wide movement. 


A small chapel and a fully-equipped library have been completed. The library will 
irve as a research center and as a depository for the extensive archives of the World 
liance. 


Money to purchase and reconstruct the John R. Mott House came from foundations, in-~ 

viduals and several governmental bodies. The Federal German Republic made a substantial 

in recognition of work for prisoners of war done under the auspices of the Alliance. 
E.P.Ses Geneva 


RMA NY Plan for YMCA World Council Meeting 


fassel) - The general theme of the World Council of YMAs in Kassel, Germany, from July ) 
/12, will be, "Go ye into all the world". It stresses the sense of mission which inspires 
ie extension program initiated during the World YMCA Centennial in Paris in 1955. 


Special items of business before the YMCA World Cowcil are reports of two special 
mmissions. One has been studying the relationship between YMCAs and the churches and 
le Other has studied .a reorganization of the structure of the YMCA World Council. 


This meeting at Kassel - headquarters of the National Committee of the YMCAs of Ger- 
any - will be the first official gathering of the world YMCA Movement in Germany since 
909. The German Movement has the second largest membership of the 33 national Movements 
| the World Alliance. E.P.S., Geneva 


International Appeal for Christians in Israel 


ondon) - The ..International Hebrew Christian Alliance plans to support Jewish Christians 

iving in Israel through a special programme of assistance and pastoral care. It provides 
Or the Christian education of children, improvement of living accommodation, creation of 

Ssembly halls and an old age home. 


The Alliance asks its members and friends to contribute at least £90,000 towards this 
icheme over the next five years. 


The International Hebrew Christian Alliance was founded in 1925. It now includes 
ational organizations in the United Kingdom, the United States and Canada, Denmark, Ger~ 
any, France, Israel, the Netherlands, Norway, Austria, Switzerland and South Africa. Con- 
ections with the Polish, Rumanian and Hmgarian Alliances are at present interrupted. 
he 35-member Executive Committee has five Anglicans, eight Baptists, six Lutherans, seven 
resbyterians, seven Reformed and two members of the "free Churches". Its members include 
heologians and laymen. 


The Alliance attempts to facilitate the pastoral care and welfare of Jewish Chris- 
fians and assists churches and congregations to acquire a new attitude to the people of 
jraei and to Jewish Christians. The organization successfully tried to save Jews in 


antral Europe from persecution under Hitler. E.P.Sey Geneva 
[FRUS 36 Cypriot Clergy in Prison 


‘The British Minister of Colonial Affairs, Alam Lennox-Boyd, has announced in the 


use of Commons that 36 Cypriot clergymen of the Greek Orthodox Church are in prison. 
i@ number includes two abbots, 27 priests, six deacons and one monk. 


& In other news concerning Cyprus, Patriarch Alexius of the Moscow Church has replied 
) an appeal from the Archbishop of Athens to church and state heads asking for self- 
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storation of the legitimate rights of the inhabitants of Cyprus. Patriarch Alexander 
Antioch, in response to the same appeal, sent a strong letter to the Archbishop of 
janterbury E.P.S.5 Geneva 
} 4 
} 
ITED STATES Rockefeller Foundation Gives $10,000 for Study 


_ The University of Chicago's Missions Research Center will arrange exchange visits 


etween American and Asian religious leaders as a result of a $10,000 Rockefeller 
oundation grant for a program of "interreligious studies". 


Dr. Joseph Mitsuo Kitagawa, assistant professor of the history of religions at the 
niversity's Federal Theological Faculty, will spend two years in Asia and Europe. He 
11 leave for Japan in the spring of 1958. Dr. R. Pierce Beaver, director of the missions 
enter, 1S now in Indonesia recruiting Eastern religious authorities to teach in Chicago. 
he faculty hopes to bring three Buddhist experts to Chicago under the grant. 


HeP.Sey Geneva 
e 


ERMANY | Joint Meeting of the Churches from Eastern and Western Germany 


Berlin) - Provision for spiritual care of those military service in Western Germany, and 
he difficulties of the Protestant churches in the Eastern Zone were the main questions 


fiscussed at this year's All-Germany Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany held at 
he Johannesstift in Berlin-Spandau from March 3 to 8. 


Dr. Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin and president of the Cowmcil of the EKD, pre- 
ented a report in which he described the problem of refugees as "a symptom of the des- 
erate state" of the whole world today. Force had taken charge of events, and anxiety 
for the future of mankind had grown during the last two years. The Bishop mentioned 

e "permanent cold war", the constant preparation for the hot war, and the invention of 
the most terrifying weapons of destruction." The Church of Christ was called, he said, 


© pray without ceasing,to perform acts of love and international reconciliation, and 
© bear a clear witness to its Lord. 


The All-German Synod wmanimously approved the ecclesiastical law for the amalgamation 
if the "Innere Mission" and "Hilfswerk". The new joint organization will concentrate all 
ihe resources available for Christian social work in Germany. 


In this changed world, social work must not on any account be confined to organized 
harity, said the Synod in its "Message to the Churches". The individual must not take 
helter behind an organization, which took the responsibility off his shoulders. The 
ynod urged churches to support churches in Africa and Asia -- as a token of gratitude for 
elp Germany received from Christians in other lands after the war. 


Spiritual Care in the Armed Forces 


The. Synod accepted the new state legislation on spiritual care during military ser- 
fice by a big majority, far more than the two-thirds majority required. Bishop Dibelius 
ixplained that the Council of the EKD had never supported rearmament. The Church stood 
for peace, though it was not radically pacifist, he said. The Bishop emphasized the 
hurch's duty to undertake spiritual care among the armed forces and repeated that the 


KD was prepared to come to an agreement to this effect with both the Bonn Government 
ind the Government in East Berline 


The Minister of Defense in the German Democratic Republic, Mr. Stoph, had written to 
fishop Dibelius saying that there was no necessity to discuss questions of church activity 
In the national army of the People's Republic, nor to negotiate about it. He said that 
ot a single member of the national army of the German Democratic Republic had as yet ex- 
ressed any need for spiritual care by army chaplains. 


The Synod of the EKD passed a resolution stating that it "would not tolerate a situa=- 
on in which the Church was not allowed to carry out its work of spiritual care among 
mbers of the armed forces of Eastern Germany." 
mod Advocates the Prohibition of Weapons of Mass Destruction 


q Following the initiative taken by the World Council of Churches, the All-German 
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loo 11 = March 22, 1957 = 


ynod sent an "urgent petition" to the WCC "to continue its efforts to bring about the 
wohibition of weapons of mass destruction all over the world, as advocated at the Evan- 
'ton Assembly." It begged the members of the Christian Church, their pastors and leaders, 
not to make themselves co-responsible for another war through their indifference" and 
irged them "to pray and to work even harder than before for international peace." 


further Suppression of the Church in Easter Germany 
j 


The Synod was told that the systematic oppression of the Church iin the German Demo- 
ratic Republic has continued almost undiminished (see EPS Nos. 27 and 28, 1956). Dr. 
Bithor Jacob, general-superintendent of Gottbus, said that, in spite of repeated protests 

om the Church, the whole educational system was planned to persuade young people to 
iedicate themselves to Communism. 


Among the Peopie's Police, living in barracks, anti-church activities were clearly 
ing on. Officials were trying to get more influence over the religious life of the 
heological faculties. Considerable difficulties are encountered when exercising spiritual 
e in the state institutions for.old people and children, and in penal camps and prisons 
r young offenders, and in hospitals. The Station Mission has not been able to resume 
s work since last year. Dr. Jacob said the Church in Eastern Germany was not interested 
holding a position of power in public life; its sole concern was its responsibility 
r the lives of men and women in danger. 


In a unanimous resolution, the Synod asked the EKD to draw the attention of the com- 
etent authorities in the German Democratic Republic once more to these obstacles, and 
urge that they be removed. 


Political Conditions for the Kirchentag 


Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the German Evangelical Kirchentag; 
eported to the Synod on the negotiations which he had carried on with the Government of 
last Berlin concerning the Kirchentag, which was planned for Thuringia in June 1957. 

he consent of the Ministry for Home Affairs for holding the Kirchentag depended on "a 
umber of political conditions" which Dr. von Thadden did not mention. Dr. von Thadden 
old Dr. Otto Nuschke, vice-president of the German Democratic Republic, that he was 
bliged to reject such conditions, because they would have turned the Kirchentag into a 
jolitical gathering. Dr. Nuschke will now negotiate himself with the Minister of Home 
ffairs in Eastern Germany about holding the Kirchentag. 


President Ernst Wilm has been elected as a member of the Synod and Church-Conference 
f the EKD in place of Dr. Martin Niemdller,.who resigned last year. Since 1948 Dr. Wilm 
las been head of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia, During the Church Struggle he 

jas one of the leaders of the Confessing Church. Because of his public protest against 
he killing of mental patients, he spent many years in the concentration camp at Dachau. 


BePeDay Geneva 


More Hungarian Pastors Released 


Geneva) - The release of Hungarian Reformed pastors Richard Bodoki and Laszlo Agay, who 
gere among the pastors arrested in Hungary on March 11, has been confirmed in Geneva by 
Ir. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance (see EPS No. 10). 


Bishop Gyory of the Hmgarian Reformed Church informed Dr. Pradervand of their re- 
ease on March 23. Previously it was announced by Dr. Pradervand that of eleven pastors 
arrested for alleged connection with the recent revolution, Dr. Barna Nagy, professor 

£ the Reformed Theological Seminary, Budapest, and Pastor Sando Joo, a suburban Budapest 
astor, had been releasede E.P.oo,s Geneva 


Secretary of State for Church Affairs in tha 
German Democratic Republic 


Berlin) - The President of the German Democratic Republic has announced that the East 
srman state will appoint a Secretary of State for Church Affairs. He will be responsible 
02 maintaining permanent contact with church leaders and their offices in the German 
emocratic Republic. Werner Eggerath, who has until now been ambassador to the Rumanian 
mMuhbiie. has heen annointed to the nosition. He will be directly responsible to Vice=.. 
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